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 Global crises caused by the pandemic of COVID-19, 

risk the achievement of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).

The SDGs implementation process are slowed or 

reversed.



 The COVID-19 pandemic is impacting many sectors of 

society, such as health, education covered by the SDG3 

(Health & Well-Being), and SDG4 (Quality Education).



According to UN report, “Progress towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals” (2021), about 90% of countries, suffered disruption of health 

services (SDG3).

According to UNESCO, more than 1.5 billion learners are affected, thus 

challenging the Goal 4 implementation.



Source: Kalterina Shulla. Virtual Inter-agency Expert Group Meeting on Implementation of the Third United Nations Decade for

the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027) “Accelerating Global Actions for a World without Poverty”



Syrian / COVID-19 Crisis

The forward planning approach, with curricula 

delivered, teaching, learning and assessment 

methods failed to meet the needs of population and 

systems of healthcare during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

The focus on traditional teaching and hospital-

oriented education has prevented the appropriate 

response to community needs during crisis.
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SVU is working to provide a modern learning, training and research

system in the academic and vocational fields to enable the learner and

the trainee to engage effectively and directly in the labor market by

developing their skills and regional needs in science and technology.



7 undergraduate + 12 postgraduate programs, 1 

diploma, 3 technical institutes, 



The SVU is committed to strengthening the links between education

and health through establishing the Medical Education Program for

teaching and training health professionals after their graduation from

Medical, Dental, Pharmacy and Nursing schools from all Syrian health

sectors related to Ministry of Health, Ministry of Higher Education,

Ministry of interior affairs, Ministry of Defense.

Aims to prepare a staff of qualified consultants to contribute to the 

advancement of medical education in the Syrian Arab Republic and to 

keep up on the academic accreditation of the colleges of medical 

professions.



Medical Education Program



Activities of MEP during COVID-19
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3. Creating Medical Education Team and Meeting to identify 

milestones

■ Create Medical Education team 

■ Discuss the vision

■ Identify milestones
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MEP Achievement 

• Raise awareness about Online 

learning 

• Undertake research

• Develop E-contents and online 

courses 

Education

•Set guidelines 

•Publish studies and participate in 

conferences

•Distribute instructions and protocols

•Translate English guidelines

Health
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Health problems 

Frontline health professional protection

Team work through mulitdisplinary team

Support preparedness, response and 

readiness of country through: 

Guidelines and publications

Development of E-contents in Health Sciences 

filed

SDG 3

Health and 

Well-Being



 Online learning:

 equal access to knowledge and 

educational resources;

 Decrease differences between genders, 

because of the equal access to online 

education 

 Access to technological infrastructure 

and technological resources;

 Educational activities 

SDG 4

“Quality 

Education”



Conclusion

Anchoring the Online education in the culture of Syrian medical

faculties would be essential during crisis and would lead to deep

and sustainable change.

There is a need for change in order to facilitate transformation in

medical schools and support the achievement of SDG3, 4.
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